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UNICEF HUMANITARIAN ACTION FOR CHILDREN SRI LANKA APPEAL 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.01 am]: 
Western Australians have witnessed with great sadness the unfolding events of the economic collapse in Sri Lanka 
and the ensuing widespread disruption and humanitarian crisis this has created across the country. Western Australia 
is home to more than 15 000 people with Sri Lankan ancestry, and the local community has been rallying to support 
family and friends. I acknowledge the valuable contributions and important role the Sri Lankan community of 
Western Australia plays in all aspects of life and development of our state. 

As a demonstration of Western Australia’s support for the people of Sri Lanka, I am pleased to advise the house 
that the state government has donated $500 000 to the UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children Sri Lanka Appeal. 
UNICEF has reported that over 2.3 million children in Sri Lanka are now in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. 
Funding through this appeal will be equitably distributed across the country, with an emphasis on providing nutrition 
support to those children and families most in need. The state government’s donation will contribute to nutrition 
programs operating across the country that will provide treatment for 56 000 children aged between six months 
and five years with severe acute malnutrition, micronutrient support for 430 650 children aged between six months 
and five years and school food programs for 100 000 preschool children across the country. 

Through our UNICEF donation we continue to recognise the immense impact of global events on our local 
communities and look to support those in crisis in a meaningful way. The state government has also assisted other 
countries in times of need, including India and Indonesia at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic and a donation 
to the Ukraine Crisis Appeal. To see children and families suffering because of a critical shortage of food and other 
essential items is distressing. We hope that this donation can help alleviate some of that suffering as Sri Lanka 
moves through this crisis. Our thoughts are with those suffering in Sri Lanka and with the Western Australian 
Sri Lankan community. 
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